Newnham HSPS Assessment

Applicants for HSPS at Newnham who are invited for interview are required to
take the Newnham HSPS Assessment. The assessment will take place in the third
week of November.

In the assessment, applicants are required to write an essay in response to a
question. There is a choice of questions covering topics from across the HSPS
course. No specific prior knowledge is required, but candidates are encouraged
to draw on examples from their school studies and wider reading.

The assessment will be closed book. Applicants are not permitted to consult any
other sources. This includes both the internet, as well as books, dictionaries and
work you have already produced. While we value accurate knowledge, we are
also looking to assess how applicants write and present an argument. As
candidates are not permitted to consult other works during the assessment, we
do not expect accurate citations.

The assessment will last for an hour and will be a typed response, invigilated
over Zoom.

Past essay questions for the HSPS Admissions Assessment at Newnham have
included:

‘Racial and social inequality run in tandem in many societies - Discuss.’
‘Why is authoritarian populism on the rise?’
'What are the advantages and disadvantages of Representative Democracy?’

'How does Britain's colonial past reverberate in contemporary politics and social
relations?’

‘Using examples from your own lived experience, explore how material culture can
structure class and/or status identities.’



